Dear Colleagues, 


Race Date: Oct. 11, 2008

Thank you for your interest in joining our medical volunteer team for the 2008 Ironman World Championship. Each year approximately 300 medical volunteers help to make this event as safe as possible while assisting the triathletes in achieving their goals. The event begins at 0700 and continues until midnight. The main medical facility is located on Kailua Pier which is the race start and finish area. Traditionally a third of the starters will be evaluated by the medical staff at some point during the race, most are seen at the main tent after they have completed the race. We expect to see over 400 athletes again this year.  Medical support is a big operation with approximately 75 cots at the main medical tent, a medical station at the bike-run transition, and 7 medical vans on the race course. MDs, RNs and paramedics with good IV skills are especially needed; we also use EMTs, LPNs, aids, clerks and non-medical volunteers. Experience in emergency medicine is helpful but not necessary. Volunteer job descriptions are listed at the ironmanlive website for your information. 


Medical vans are staffed with a driver, nurse, and either a physician or paramedic. We make every attempt to staff vans with at least one volunteer experienced at Ironman and those with emergency medicine experience.


We recommend choosing the 4-10pm shift or the 8pm to closing shift in the medical tent if you are new to our Ironman medical team.  This is the busiest time and the best learning opportunity. We have a limited need for volunteers in the morning and early afternoon. We especially need and appreciate those willing to work until closing, typically after midnight. 


We do use a limited number of physical therapists, athletic trainers and massage therapists both at the bike-run transition and the medical tent. Ironman does have a team of massage therapists; please check the volunteer website to volunteer for this area. 

There is also a need for support teams for the physically challenged athletes. These volunteers meet with the athletes prior to the race and provide any assistance these athletes need during the race. Medical experience is not necessary. If you are interested, please contact the coordinator for this area:


Stephen Black, PT


Email: steve@rockymountainhpc.com 


Phone: 303-652-7094


We recommend making air, car and hotel arrangements as early as possible. Ironman does not provide airfare or housing.


Ironman does not provide liability insurance. Check with your insurance carrier and act within your comfort level and best judgment.   

For information on the “Official” Ironman Sports Medicine Conference scheduled for October 5-9, 2008 at the Royal Kona Resort please visit their website at www.cmxtravel.com.

If you are interested in joining our team of approximately 300 medical volunteers, please return a completed volunteer form to the address, fax or email below. It is a great way to participate in this phenomenal athletic event. Please contact me if you have any questions. I look forward to seeing you in October for the experience of a lifetime! 

Aloha, 

Louise Morris RN


Asst. Medical Director, Ironman Triathlon World Championship

PO Box 511

Holualoa, Hi  96725

Phone: 808-937-1793

Fax: 808-324-6150

Email: IronmanRN@earthlink.net

